Residential Street Lights

Intent:

To establish streetlights in residential areas that are appropriately scaled to neighborhood and
residential streetscape. To promote pedestrian and vehicular safety, and to improve the aesthetic
appearance of public and private streetlights without creating undue maintenance burden.

Standards to implement the intent:

Mandatory

1. Alllighting features must be shielded to prevent
stray upward light in order to comply with the
City’s Outdoor Lighting Ordinance (KMC
Chapter 18.76).

Recommended

2. Pedestrian-scale street lighting consistent with
the residential character of the neighborhood
should be implemented.

Background Information

U Public street lights are either owned by the
City of Kennewick or the Benton PUD. All
light fixtures are maintained by the Benton
PUD via contractual maintenance agreement.
In nearly every case the City owned street
lights have aluminum poles.

U The City’s current specifications for residential
street light poles are 30.5 feet in height and
spaced 300 feet apart on alternating sides of
the street. Shorter street light poles will result
in closer street light spacing. The 30.5 ft. pole
height and 100 watt luminare were chosen to
cast a minimum amount of light onto the street
and to minimize the amount “backwash” light
into the abutting homes. Nearly all new
intersections have at least one street light.

U The Benton PUD would prefer that the City
approve only one type of street light so as to
simplify the process of ordering and stocking
of replacement parts.

U The Benton PUD is open to the concept of
the City allowing an alternate type of street
light.

(Continued to the next page)

Current City Sandards

Street light at PineWbod neighborhood

Street light at Washington Street (towards Clover
Island)
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Residential Street Lights (Contd.)

Background Information

U Many street lights are made by manufacturers
that have designed families of different type
of lights that can be maintained with
interchangeable parts.

U Several developers have proposed shorter,
decorative poles because the street light

required by the City’s standards are less
aesthetically appealing.

Street light at Canyon Lakes

Meadow Hills subdivision street lights Downtown Kennewick street lights
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